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MR. ARTHUR R. GRE5l?, IdDtIER'S LAHDIIC), B.  C .  

JULY 19, 1895. 

Deputy Collector o f  Cuatoms; alro A c t i n g  

Clerk of  the Municipality. 

(Interoiered by Win. hlceharn sad Richard hthbun) 

Has been on the Fraser River 8inae  1871, 

from the mouth t o  the head in the Rocky Mount- 

ains. Is a u i v i l  engineer. Has been in  thi8 

Oouatry einae 1862. Was born in  1842, in the 

north o f  England near Hercastle-on-Tyne. 

Q. You have seen about a l l  the salmon 

fiehery in thi8 river) 

A. I have men it since 1871, exaept 

the t h e  I spent on the rsilroad. 1 dam 8 4  

I have seen a good mnw things even the fiuher- 

men hare not men in the upper part of the 

river, in regard to the quantity o f  the fi6h 

and the habit8 of the fish. 

Q. That ir a very inportant thingto PB 

and one on rhlah very few observation8 have 

been made. loQI the 8oek@yo is the pr inc ipal  

f ish here? 

A. of they oomo in w-ter 



than any other f ish.  

me  an^ queation; I will give you a l l  the in- 

formation I can. 

ther, having been fishery warden here on the 

r iver  for years, he would perhaps give you a 

great deal of information I cannot give you, 

but in h is  absence I rill answer a l l  the 

question I can. 

Don't be afraid t o  ask 

me observations of my bro- 

Q. You take it  in the upper watem, 

w h a t  f i s h  have you observed there; have you 

observed the sockeye? 

A.  Yes, sir. 

Q. The quinnst? 

A. No; my opinion is that the spring 

salmon do not go up nearly as far a8 the sock- 

eyes. They don't ascend the river -- I could 
not t e l l  you exactly where they atop, but in 

the upper part of the river we don't see the 

aqr ing salmon a t  a l l ;  that is above the CaWOM 

in the Fraaer. 

e. Have you observed any other salmon 

up there beridee the sookeye; h w b s c k  or coho? 

A. Eo, the hunpbact don't go \g, -- they 

eonfine th8m~elV88, in my opinion, to the t r s  

h t a r p  s t r e w  below the CanYOIW in the ?maer* 
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Q. Have you ever seen the humpback on 

the i r  spaming ground? 

A. Yes, frequently. 

Q. What s o r t  of places do tbep ep into? 

A. The small s t ream.  

Q. gear a t  hand? 

A. Within I don't think I ever observed 

humpback salmon above 50 miles from the mouth 

of the river. That is ,  Yale is 90 miles from 

the mouth, and I never saw sockeyes (humpback?) 

above Yale. 

miles above, but i n  a l l  the etreamo within 20 

o r  30 miles of the mouth -0 yea, within 15, 

20 o r  25 milea of  the r iver ,  Sm i n  the bea60n 

when they run i t  is j u t  perfectly a l ive  w i t h  

1 never remember sedng one 50 

these humpback salmon. 

Q. Do they go into very shallot st ream? 

A. Ye., I have seen them in stream6 not 

more than 2 f ee t  ride and 11/2  fee t  deep; 

just enough far them t o  get along; the a m u l l d  
tributaries they rill go in where there is no 

other salmnn, not even the sookeye, rill ven- 

ture  in. 

Q. you thhk  they keep apart from the 

Other aalaon on their spawning gronnds? 



- 
A. Well, i t  looks l i k e  that. We find 

the humpback salmon i n  a l l  the l i t t l e  b i t s  of 

streams, and I don't remember ever seeing 

sockeye salmon In such smll streams, and i t  

look8 a8 if they d i d  have 4 different  idea of 

the spawning grounds. 

Q. Of courae they never occur in t idal  

streams; they must be i n  f resh water, that is 

apaming4 

A. I think so. I think the idea i8 

they get above where there is any aal t  r a t e r  

influence. Yea, most decidedly they do. 

Q. How, dog sslmn; do you know mything 

about them i n  t he i r  apaming; grounds7 

A. Yes, I know them. My idea is that 

they are p re t ty  much the same nature as the 

htnnpbacks 

Q. Then the cohos? 

A.  The uohou are w h a t  we c a l l  the fa l l  

salmon. They cane a f t e r  the sockeye m. I 

eould not swear that I ever saw any above the 

canyon of the Fraser, but my firm bel ief  is 

that they don't go up there 



they are  found everywhere and anywhere. 

are found amongst the spring salmon, amongst 

They 

the eoCkem, and as f a r  a8 I can say, they are  

found a t  any time i n  the r iver  and a t  a l l  sea- 

sons . 
other salmon. 

Q. 
A. 

I think they are mixed up with the 

Don't they go up the r iver  very far? 

I don't remember seeing any steelheads 

in the canyons o f  the Fraser River, and I pre- 

f e r  not t o  answer that question. 1 would say 

that I d id  not believe they vent up through 

the cangona of  the Fraser River. 

member, in  a l l  my canping l i f e ,  ever buying the 

steelhead from any of the Indian6 up there 

fo r  camp use, and I very much question if they 

go up that far. 

I don't r e  

Q. Nor, w h a t  can you t e l l  u6 about the 

general habits of the sockeye? 

A. They warn In a l l  d i rec t ions .  'phey 

fol low every tributary stream -- in  W h a t  mll 

the b i g  year they follow every tr ibutary stream. 

Often I have seen them up in the Rocky Mountains 

I believe th i a  r i ve r  is about 900 mile8 long, 

taking a l l  the polds slnd weeks, and they are 
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& e  headwaters o f  the Fraser River. And rome 

seasom i n  most extraordinary qusntitielr. You 

w i l l  be s w r i s e d .  I have seen these l i t t l e  

streams, the smallest tr ibutary streama; and 

YOU would think the salmon got  t i red bucking up 

alPin8t the Stream and would r U h  in  thi8 eddy 

formed by the r iver  and go there for a r e s t ,  

and they would remain there f o r  a certain time, 

then go off and other salmon would f b l l o w  them 

and take their  rest, and would be just l i ke  

the fingers on my hands, just lying in the 

mouth of that stream. But that o n l y  used 

t o  occur, that very large run here, once every 

4 years, and we believed there must have been 0- 

re were puzzl&l t o  know w h a t  was the cause o f  

t h i s  large run every 4 yeare -- te irmrgined 

thmra muat have been a very succe8lrful year 

for 8pavning and that -9 a t  the same time r e  

did believe, and I think a great many people 

believe pet, that the salmon don't return t o  

this r iver  until they are  4 pears of age, and 

that smetimtr or other there mast have been 

Such a 8 u c O e a s ~  hatchiag Ye- that it  oreated 

this ilrge run, and that every 4 years these 

8a-n re-8 t o  the river and they  s p a n  



again and in swh arOWd8 that a f t e r  4 years 

that progeny corn98 back i n  the river again a d  

80 malcea t h i s  very  large run. But in the l se t  

fer years that idea has been rather exploded, 

because we have had large mxm here vhen i t  

did not occur the 4th year. A t  the 8-e time 

We ape not satisfied yet that the eslmon do 

not return when they are 4 year8 of age. 

Q. I suppose the age o f  the salmon is 

known on the o t h e r  side? 

Wakeham:-- I don't think t h e y  are a b i t  

too sure about it. 

A. There have been salmon caught -- 
young salmon -- with 8 f l y .  

0. Soukeye? 

A. Yes, f think they were SOCkeYe. It 

was young salmon, supposed t o  be about one 

pear old.  Bu t  there Is a theory here that wauld 

rather contradict that, that the salmon do not 

feed a t  a l l  in the freuh r a t e r .  

q. Yotamean the young salmon aUo? 

A- Any 8-n; and how it %fiat if sal- 

IIy)p don't feed in f'resh t a t o r  that the Y0-g 

salmon could be aatlght w i t h  a f l y .  These nwn 

t e l l  mo -- only t o  day a man told me that 8- 



of the salmon they caught over in the trap8 

on the American aide were ihll of herring. 

Evidently they feed in th4 s a l t  ra te r .  But it 

is true, lmnediately they s t r ike  the fresh 

r a t e r  they cease feeding. We never find anyr 

thing inside of them here. I don’t think any 

of the cannery men ever find anything here 

that they feed on in the r iver  here a f t e r  

they leave the salt ra ter .  Of couree they 

deteriorate every m i l e  that they ascend the 

r i v e r .  After they pas8 the canyona of  the 

F’raecr River they lose the i r  scales and get 

bruised and they are tough looking f ish;  you 

would h a r d l y  reuognize them. They are  a p r e t t y  

looking f i sh  a t  the mouth of the r iver ,  but 

a f t e r  they get up a fer hundred miles they 

look moye l e e  l i ng  cod, except f o r  the shape, 

than they do lilte salmon. They lose nearly 

a l l  t he i r  eaales; rubbing up against the rock6 

t r y i n g  t o  get  up the easiest  places. Instead 

of taking the middle of the river they take 

the sides and get around the roeks and rub 

these SC8leO off and get j u s t  as red, and do 

not look l i k e  salmon. 
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A. Mill ions - upon millions. 

Q. Are there any l ive?  

A -  A great m p r n y  people here hold that 

the sockeye salmon go up the r i v e r  t o  a p a m  

and tha t  that i t3  t h e i r  ult imate aim and object,  

$0 get np there to  spawn, and that is the  

last of them, but 1 don't believe that. I t h i e  

the aim and object  o f  the salmon is  t o  go onto 

the spawning grounds, deposit the  spawn there 

and return t o  the salt  r a t e r ,  and in  order t o  

convince you, o r  8 a t i a f y  you that there may 

be 8ome t r u t h  i n  my idea, Is that they are  

caught, the spawning salmon, i n  the pound 

nets  and the nets  here as they are d r i f t i n g  

down the r iver .  

Q. About w h a t  time n u l d  that be? 

A .  Well, I am not 80 -- during a l l  the 

fishing aeason, because some of these salmon 

go up the first atreams they come t o ,  the 

Harrison River, fo r  instance, andothers have 

to  go fa r ther  up and it takes longer t o  get 

do= a d  some are caught earlier and some la ter--  

just depend. upon where they have to  go t o  spawn* 

I do not know whether the theory is  worth am- 

thiag, but V8 a theory that tm salmon 
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return and spawn on the same ground that they 

were hatched, and re have t r ibutar ies  here 

from almost Westminister up t o  the Rocky Mount- 

ains; 8ome salmon have a shor t  d i s tance  t o  go 

andsome have a long d is tance ;  some t r y  t o  re- 

t u r n  t o  salt  rater a g r e a t  deal e a r l i e r  than 

others .  The f iah ing  8eason lasts a c e r t a i n  

number o f  Weeks, an8 of  course those salmon 

that spawn i n  grounds adjacent t o  the mouth of 

the r i v e r ,  they struggle t o  g e t  down ear ly  and 

consequently some g e t  caught r h i l e  o the r  salmon 

are struggling to  get  up the river.  I R- 

don't s ay  that the theory is r ight ,  but my 

bro ther  an8 myself we both agree on this.  He 

has been Fishery Warden f o r  years on the r i v e r  

and he r r o t e  t o  the Department and made a verg 

e labora te  r epor t  about the very same thing. 1 

bel ieve  Yr. Saunders that -out here disputed 

the idea about salmon going up and dying.  1 

* *  
bel ieve mO8 t of the f ishennen have a m e d  that 

they do not go up there and d i e  and thal: there 

is ILO further w e  f o r  them. I bel ieve most 

of t h e m  have aep.e&l that t h i s  is an  exploded 

idea . 
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Q. Of m w s e  we knor well enough that 

the Atlant ic  salmon re turn to  the sea, and you 

'would expect i t  of a l l  salmon; that is t o  eray, 

the in s t inc t  t o  return t o  the sea, and i f  they 

g e t  into places There i t  is impossible for them 

t o  free themselves and the l i k e ,  why cer ta in ly  

they would d ie  there. 

A. That is exactly as I w a s  explaining t o  

your friend l a s t  night;  that on account of 

the sudden shrinkage o f  the streams here some. 

of the salmon have not a chance t o  get  out of 

t he  stream, and that is the reason 80 men y 

of them are  dr iven ashore. For instance, the 

Coquitlan is a stream, 3 days' rain rill ra im 

it and you would think i t  w a s  a mountain cata- 

mot, and a week's very d r y  weather rill shrink 

i t  up .so you can walk across  it ,  and you can 

888 the disadvantage salmon Would be laboring 

under goingup during this high water and being 

l e f t  a f t e r  the shrinkage, arrd consequently 

the ahore6 a re  l ined w i t h  them, eepecially 

dog sulmn, and the whole country stinks l i k e  

a dung hill. 

are fortunate enough not t o  be l e f t  on the 

But any of those 8almon that 
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shore, ge t  i n  the r a t e r  and they eventually 

t r y  t o  get baek in the salt  rater, and the 

fishermen t e l l  me the moment they 8 t r i k e  even 

the brackish r a t e r  t h e y  begin t o  pick up a d  

s r e  a d i f fe ren t  f i s h  al together .  

Q. O f  cowee, not knowing anything about 

it, I should be decidedly of your opinion in 

the  matter. 

A. You are  taking my word fo r  w h a t  i t  is 

ror th .  

as 1 am not an expert, but I am merely giving 

you my own observations. I have a great  maror 

f r iends inter8sted in the fishery busfaess and 

I take a great i n t e r e r t  in it. I think i t  is 

an induetry that should be fostered and pro- 

tected in every r a y  as  far a8 th i s  d i s t r i c t  

is concerned. 

Of courie I do not say that I am riat, 

Q. Have yon ever t8ken any tengemturn 

i n  the Fraeer River, of the ra te r?  

A. BO, but I can get you a l l  that info- 

a t i o n  f r o m  a msn in Westminister, Mr. Peele. 

e. Ham you seen any of the shsd here? 

A. NO,- 1 never have. I have 8een the 

f i e h  in the l & e U ,  I hsVe been On =st of the 
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principal l akes  in the inter ior .  W e h a d  a 

line running through a l l  the country anong the 

lakes and we used t o  have a camp along the l e e  

and used t o  get these very large trout. 

they were peculiar t o  the lakes. They used 

t o  run from 10 to 20 lbs. They were not very 

good, however, the r a t e r  ueed t o  get w a r m  in 

the sunaner, and you know how f i s h  are when 

taken out  of tepid ra te r ,  but they were evi- 

dently peoul iar  t o  the lakes and I do not think 

they ever left the lakes,  but the Indians used 

t o  have traps p t  the mouths of  these lake8 and 

catch smaller f ish,  but 1 think them fish were 

peculiar t o  the88 lakea. 

I thi- 

Q. Did you ever 888 the salmon eggs lying 

on the bottom? 

A. Xo. I have seen t h e m  attached t o  

branoher o f  treerg. and that s o r t  o f  thing, 

but not on the bottom of  the river. The salmon 

aover them all over w i t h  gravel and mud. 

have often 88811 salmon depositing their 

and saw the trout ewbmning around them waiting 

t o  devour the eggs. That is  ColZZXlon trout, 

and I uar the Indhns very *eqnentlY w i t h  

branohes of tree0 or -her that they have put 

I 



in the water evidently to  co l lec t  the salmon 

eggs, and a f t e r  they were taken o u t  of the 

water they would be covered w i t h  aalmon spa- 

and the Indiana e a t  them for food. 

Q. Do you think the Indians did much 

ham t o  the salmon i n  those upper waters? 

A. Of courae they e a t  the salmon eggs. 

Tkrey put the branches o f  the tree8 a8 an  indace- 

rnent I s lppoee for the salmon t o  deposi t  their 

eggs. 1 think the aalmon spawn on the branches 

of the  t rees  and the Indians evidently planted 

them, and whether i t  s tops the aalmon o r  not 

I don't  know. It may'collect  them by being 

washed down. 

Q. In w h a t  o ther  r a y s  might the Indians 

ham the fiSh8ri88? 

A. They use a l l  sorts of devices and de- 

signs t o  catch the fish. 

Q. Do you think they US8 enough eggs a d  

young f i sh  to  do any p a r t i a l a r  harm? 

A. I hardly know. I have not had exper- 

ience emugh for that. 

they do destroy than. 

I have no doubt that 

e. Are there  a large number o f  Indians 

knocking about thorn 8 p S ~ d W  gronnds? 
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A -  The Indians a re  catching the f i s h  a l l  

down the r i v e r  Prom one end o f  the r i v e r  t o  

the other.  

dr ied,  both the whole aalmon and the salmon 

spam. 

You dl1 888 stacks o f  salmon being 

Q. How do they catch salmon up there 

gene r a l l y ?  

A. With d i p  nets.  

Q. Do they use spears also? 

A. Ye8,  in some oases they do, but p r i n -  

c i p a l l y  d i p  nete. They go out  onto a point  

in the r i v e r  and they build out a p l a t f o r m  i n  

the r i v e r  ( i l l u s t r a t i o n )  and they have a d ip  net  

on the end o f  a long pole and they just  d ip  

that i n  the r a t e r  arad whenever they catch a 

salmon they throw i t  out on the shore, and in 

a good season almost every time they p u t  the 

net i n  the r a t e r  they catch 8 fish. That is 

when the salmon are running up. !hey are the 

sockeye s a w n .  

Q. We have a l so  heard that they dl1 take 

a large number o f  young salmon? 

A. Well, I could not tell you anything 

about that. I think they do, but I have never 

seep 8a-n -- I have never come aQ.0.S 
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any Indians w i t h  the young salmon, but I firmly 

believe they do, but from my orn personal know- 

ledge I have never seen then w i t h  the young 

salmon. 

Q. What f 8  your opinion, from what you 

know and have heard, remrding the relations of 

Point Roberts t o  the Frassr River? 

A. I rill give you my idea of i t .  Of 

csourse it is more perhaps from hearsay than i t  

i u  from experience. It is not much &om ex- 

perience because I have never been acquainted 

with the fishery and never -8 over in Point 

b b e r t 6  when they were f i eh ing  there, but 1 know 

the general impreesion. I can shor  you - -  I 

think I oan shor you perhaps hot the f i a h  come 

in the r i v e r  and the dirwtion they take in  

order t o  arrive a t  the mouth o f  the Fraeer River 

Here I s  Boundary Bay, then comes another bay 

called Hud Bay, and then canes Semiahmoo Bay, 

after that CQZLBS B i r a h  Bay and several other 

bays.. Well, the idea is here that the salmon-- 

of  cousse this  is very shallow here in Boundary 

Bar, and the tide runa out -- there is 2 m i l e 8  

of beach at l ea s t  - but where the salmon start 
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Juan de but they came along somewhere 

Semiahmoo Bay. It is evidently they 40, 

because that cannery of  Drysdale's, they catch 

large quantit ies Of them in  t r a p s ,  and then 

they Come in to  h d  Bay and then Boundary Bay, 

and then they approach the shore here w i t h  t- 

idea of going around Point Roberts, and o r  

Course they go around Point Roberts with the 

idea of going into the Fraeer River, and they 

f o l l o w  the shore a t  Point Roberts, English Bluff, 

a t  the Indian Reservation, and along the Ch;llf 

of Qeorgia, as near the shore as they cm go 

u n t i l  they come t o  Canoe P a s s ,  and l o t 6  o f  them 

go up Canoe Paaa, but the majority pasa Canoe 

Pass u n t i l  they 8triL;e the mouth o f  the Fraser 

River, and they rill lay o f f  here f o r  several 

daya. Of course you know the fish are l o u s y  

in the s a l t  water, and they remain i n  th i s  

brackish r a t e r  u n t i l  they g e t  rid of the l ice,  

then they comnence t o  run Up the B a s e r  River, 

a d  o w  idea is that these t raps  a t  Point Robert8 

oa tch  the f i r h  that really ought t o  go into 

Ra8er River. &ery fish that they catah 

there ape s t w i n g  to  get into 

ht of 

River. 

a great m ~ n ~  of the f ish -- there 
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are  millions o f  f i sh  that don't go around there. 

They go around through Pltmper's Pass ,  making 

di rec t  f o r  the Fraser River, that the traps 

over there do not interfere  w i t h  a t  a l l .  For 

instance, to-day if you were t o  go down t o  tfie 

mouth of the Fraser River you would see nearly 

a thousand boats fishing there, almost ever as 

r a r  as Plumper's Pass  and not i n  the d i r e c t i m  

of Point Roberts a t  a l l ,  and that is probably  

another run of f i sh  coming from another direu- 

t ion with the same object in  v ie r  o f  gett ing 

into the river,  but coming i n  a different  di-  

rec t ion. 

Q. It trouble8 me a l i t t l e  t o  underatand 

whether those f i sh  in  Boundary Bay trim the 

shore or not. Nor some o f  the nets are s e t  

with the leader far off shore, which give the 

f i s h  a ch8nae t o  pas8 along the shore, but Other8 

have the leader come up close t o  the shore, 

and yet the next succeeding net oatches them. 
c 

of oour8e Where the leader is longeat, where' 

it cuts o f f  the other man's, i t  pract ical ly  

aatchee the most fish, and that ir  especially 

ad a t  the A. P .  A. net a t  the southeast comer, 

right by their eannery. 
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A. Is i t  a l l  deep r a t e r  you are speaking 

of?  

exactly the measurement o f  that place. 

traps you are speaking o f  belong t o  the 881318 

owner? 

You must remember I don't know perhaps 

Do t M 8 e  

Q. The net I am speaking o f  is where 

Waller's net used t o  bq o n l y  they have run it 

out 1 1/4 milee, with 3 p o t s  on i t .  

A .  The shore end is how far from the 

shore? 

e. It is a t  high water mark. The thing 

w a 8  this: even if the leader comes i n  p re t ty  

cloae t o  the shore,  yet the succeeding nets 

catch mOre 0 1  le68 f i sh ;  that i8 that the nets 

do not seem t o  make complete barr iers .  I t  

looks as though the f i s h  were leading into tb 

shore in different  plaoe8, so that each net 

had its share. 

A. They have arrived a t  the canclusion 

that f i s h  do go nearer the shore in aer tain 

placer, and at others they go farther out. 

is just the stme i n  t h i s  river. 

fieherman rho has fished on this  river for a' 

f e w  years a d  he rill t e l l  you it is no ne0 

throwing his net out a t  a eer tain place became 

It 

You ask any 
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the f i sh  don't go there, but he would you 

a Plaoe  that looked very similar indeed t o  the 

Place he had rej ected where he would probably 

make a good d r i f t .  There is come peculiari ty 

in  the depth of the water or the nature of t& 

Water; there may be an eddy o r  something of 

tha t  kind; and sometimes the e r r a t i c  r a y  i n  

which the f i sh  go up  the river,  you cannot 

account for it .  

q. Mt is your idea o f  the o f f a l  business? 

A. My idea is that the o f f a l  should not be 

dumped in the r iver .  Of couree I am speakixqg 

r i t h  a l i t t l e  prejudice becauee I ra8 brought 

up t o  the medical profession in the old eountry, 

and I w a s  always taught that any decayed aninal 

matter was injurious t o  health. But rea l ly  

I oonsider i t  is a great miatake t o  al low the 

o f f a l  t o  be dumped in the river; that i 8  ny 

op inion. 

Q. That is  rith regard t o  health? 

A. Ye#, r i t h  regard t o  health. W e l Y  

i t  mt be i a U I ' i O U 8  t o  the f ish.  I sWPo8e 

there is  nobody uan prove that the f i sh  hawe 

been frightem by Seeing another fish'a 

imide# in the river in *ant of it, but tmr- 
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t a h l y  you would imagine that the in s ide  of a 

f i8h  dumped i n  the r i v e r ,  and being decayed 

animal matter I suppose you can c a l l  it, that 

it  would not be conducive t o  the hea l th  of any 

o the r  f i sh  oaaaing in con tac t  with it. Further- 

more, we hatto g o t  a n  ob jec t ion  here,  on account 

of t he  healsh o f  the community. There was a 

r e s o l u t i o n  passed here the  o t h e r  day i n  open 

counci l  and a p e t i t i o n  s e n t  t o  the Minister of 

Marine and Fishe r i e s  i n  Canada, Mr. Coatigan, 

w r i t t e n  by m y s e l f  and s e n t  t o  him, an answer 

t o  which I received, complaining o f  t h e  Dominion 

Government allowing t he  canning men t o  dump 

the i r  offal i n  the r iver  on account of the con+ 

p l a i n t s  made by the  health o f f i c e r  M r e  as t o  

the l ike l ihood of 8om8 disease ocaurr ing here 

through the people drinking contaminated rator.  

Thin r e s o l u t i o n  wao passed under the Health Act. 

Q. YOU have cannery men on the Board have 

you not? 

A. Yea, sir. 

0. 

A. Xo. A cannery man moved t h i e  resolu- 

Did tMy not objeot t o  i t) 

tion: hrat on acoount of t h e  a c t i o n  of the 
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canners t o  plaoe the f i s h  offal i n  the Fraser 

River, that the Council of the Municipality, i n  

the interest  of  the public health, request t b  

Health Coxnittee o f  the Corporation t o  take the 

necessary 8te9s t o  prevent any of the cannery 

men i n  t h i s  municipality from al lor ing the offal 

t o  be disposed of i n  such a manner as t o  be 

detrimental t o  the public health, and that a 

C a P Y  of the above reeolution be forrarded t o  

the Hon, J. Costigan, Minister o f  Marine and 

Fisheries; and that a copy of the above reeo- 

lu t ion  be sent to  the Westminister Council, ask- 

ing the i r  60-operation i n  the matter. I recsiv- 

ed an answer from Mr. Cost igan .acknowledging 

the receipt of the resolution. you 809, 1 think 

myself, outside o f  the Dominion Government -- 
suppose the Dominion Goverment mi8 t o  allow 

them men to dump t h i a  offrrl In the r iver ,  

that the health off icers  here would have Juri8- 

dietion in spite of that legal license, on a* 

O O a t  O f  the hmlth Of the o-ftyo BOW, for 

inrtanae, l o t  me tell you that this rater that 

ir  running up this slnice behind PI here i e  

ewplying doZt3nS of f8mr8 With Ttlter for  

d o m a t h  pUrp08@80 '&ere is qaamerlr right 
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opposite here. 

ing up here t r i c e  a day anci the o f f a l  dumped 

from th i s  cannery would be carried by that 

sluice t o  where these people get the i r  water, 

and of c-88 that is very disagreeable t o  say 

the leaet .  I have been t o l d  by fishermen here 

that they have in the night; they have taken 

the i r  scoop -- them things that they bail t he i r  

boat out w i t h  -- and dipped i t  overboard t o  take 

a drink of water, and they have had a mouthful 

of f i s h  guts; and 1 know d o m  a t  Steveston tkat 

Remember there i a  a t i de  flow- 

the d r i f t  of the current is over  toward Steves- 

ton on the 8hore there, and they t e l l  me that 

in order t o  get a drink o f  anything l i k e  decent 

water they have t o  wade, sometimes i n  the height 

of  the aeason here, they have to  wade out through 

this of-1 to  get decent water. I think any 

farmer out here eould bring an action against 

the cannerie8. h t  I don't think the Dominion 

Qorermnent would fight that thhg for  a moment, 

bscan8e they would feel that by fighting that 

t h h  they were doing an Injustice. 

Uon't think they would try t o  sustain that. 

me health O f f h e r  -ally is bo88 of the w h o l e  

Really I 

moket  -- w h a t  he says rill go. It is like a 
*LI 
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doctor on board of  a ship. 

times ahead of  the captain you know. 
He is r e a l l y  some- 

Q. On the Great Lakes they do not throw 

offal in as a rule. 

A *  M i n d  YOU, apart from finding rtmt or 
anything of that kind, it  8881128 -- but perhaps I 

had b e t t e r  not say i t  -- but the8e men have been 

fighting and 8pending money defending t h e i r  

ac t ion  of throwing offal i n  the river when the 

Domlnion bvernment have been fighting them, 

and the  Dominion Government tuns around and 

says, go ahead and Shove your offal i n  the 

r iver .  Some had t h e i r  l icenses  taken a m y  

from them bemuse they threw i t  i n  the r iver .  

English l o s t  a pos i t ion  worth $500 a month 

beaause h i s  l i cense  w a 8  taken away; but y e t  the 

Dominion Ooverrment tu- around a f t e r  a while 

and 8ay8, go ahead and shove it i n  the r ive r .  

A t  Westminister a t  the l a s t  session they con- 

gratulated the Dominion Government in t h e i r  

report  a8 having 8topped this offal being 

thrown in th8 r ive r ,  and that very day the order  

eame out  from Canada saying they could throw 

i t  in. 

or o i l  factory and -no mamfactory be- 

How, of cotwee, there  is a manufactory, 
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bui l t  here which rill cure the whole thing of 

course, and a very ueeiul thing i t  is, and yau 

have no idea w h a t  a good f e r t i l i z e r  i t  is. I 

believe in It everywhere. But i t  1s a valuable 

product and there is no reaaon w h y  it should 

not be used. Our Conanissioner in London, I 
1* 

believe it was Si r .  Charles %per, wrote out 

and said w h a t  money there was i n  nanufactori- 

t h i s  o f f a l  into guano, but they figured I t  out 

here w h a t  w i t h  freight and one thing and another, 

and the c o s t  of labor,  that there was nothing 

much in It. 

Wakeham:-- We s ta r ted  some yeare ago a guano 

factory on the Labrador; there was no oil in  

that, but the whole refuse m a  turned into 

gunno, and i t  brought them $50 a ton. 

A. Miailyou, I am only  giving YOU Ihp 

opinion as a private  c i t izen;  not expert evi- 

dence a t  a l l .  These cannery men rill proba- 

b l y  not give you euch unbiased evidenae a8 I 

llIll givf-, although they call th8Xn8elVe8 e%- 

pertr. 

for this  country a d  for the salmon interest ,  

beoarrse f think if it  was properly fo8tered and 

onaouraged, re have a6 good as gold mines in 

A t  the same time I have great afteotion 
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t h i s  neighborhood i f  our fishermen are prope r ly  

pro tec ted  and not hampered w i t h  too many re- 

e t r i c t i o n s .  

Q. The cannery men are making good money 

now a r e  they not? 

A. The f i s h e m e n  a r e  g e t t i n g  a good p r i c e  

but i t  is d i f f i c u l t  t o  s a y  whether they a r e  

maYing money o r  not. They ought to be makily; 

money, the p r i c e s  a re  good enough fo r  them, Ut 

they 81’8 p a y i w  bigger p r i c e s  f o r  the f i s h  t h i s  

year than t h e y  used to .  ‘phey are paying 25 

cents  a p iece  f o r  these 8OCkegeS and a grea t  

many of  them do not dye88 nore than about 4 

lbs . ,  80 tha t  is about 6 cents  a lb. 

Q. What is the  p r i c e  p e r  case? 

A. Well, I bel ieve  a t  preeent  they a r e  

worth in London about $5. 

Q. And how many lbs. t o  a case? 

A. 48 lbs. t o  a case. 

Q. That i a  only a l i t t l e  over 10 cents  

a lb. There is not much margin there  f o r  

prof it . 
A. W e l l ,  of course, they, in  m o p e ,  a m  

eontent w i t h  a mu& srmrller p r o f i t  than t h e y  

ape in thi8 oountry. These men VIIS s e l l  whole- 



eale, if they make a dollar a case are d o i w  

well;  a small prof i t  is a l l  they erpeut.  I 

think in  &gland they sell for about 9 pence . 
I have a s i s t e r  in Dublin, and she t e l l s  me, 

'we can buy your salmon f o r  9 pence, and i t  is 

very nice salmon.' Sometime ago I heard from 

her , and I: slppose that is about the p r i c e .  

That ie 18 cents, so that leaves a pretty good 

margin for the re ta i l ers  there, but here they 

redd not consider i t  a very good margin. 



MR. FRANK LORD, LADHER'S LANDING, B. C. 

JULY 19, 1895. 

(Interviewed by Win. Vakeham and Richard Rathbun) 

e. How long have you been connected with 

the canning w o ~ k  on this river? 

A.  Since 1877. I am an American cit izen 

s t i l l .  

Q.  I am surprised that they will allow 

you over here. 

A. Oh, well, it keeps one out o f  politics, 

and I think I shall  take out papers some day. 

e. mt re rant to know is simply some 

fact8 and a m 0  infomation f r o m  you regarding 

the fishing, and f t  is for our information and 

not for publication. 

A. You say I know w h a t  the controversy 

is; vhat do you refer to  in particular? 

Q. *t the fishermen in the Fraser River 

contend that the pound nets a t  Point Roberta 

are talring all the fish? 

A. Pea, sir. 

Q. f e l l ,  now, your aaquaintance with tb 

f i s h  is in the lover part o f  the river? 

A. Yea, a ir .  When I first came on the 
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river I was looated a t  bs tmlns te r .  I don't 

know anything about the r iver  above There the 

fishing is conducted r i t h  g i l l  nets. I don't 

know anything about the spawning habits. 

e. You are  acquainted intimately r i t h  

the fishing a t  Point Roberts a6 well as the 

canning industry there? .. 
A. Yea, sir. 

Q. We have talked over w i t h  different per- 

ions the f i s h  rhlch occur  in the r iver  and 

which move up the r iver ,  etc.,  and probably 

them is no necessity of going over that again 

for the river.  Nor 8s we understand i t ,  the 

ealmon which occur i n  the river,  which run \rp 

the river,  are  the quinnat, the spring salmon, 

the sockeye, the humpbaof, dog salmon, coho, 

and the  steelhead. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. 
A. Yes, sir, they are all taken there. 

Q. 

Are all of those taken a t  Point Roberts? 

Nor, about the time when the f i s h  8re 

taken; I presume there i8 leas knownabout that 

a t  Poin t  Roberts than here; the fishing se8son 

is shorter there? 
A. It coBmdnces earlier ani naturally 
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oea8e8 ear l ie r ,  but I think the length is about 

the erne. 

the first of July u n t i l  the 15th. and as  a rule 

it ceases about the 15th  of A-t, and from 

that t o  the first o f  September. There is no 

eockeye f ishing i n  September a t  Point Roberts 

88 a rule. It  may be occasionally, but very 

seldom, and in f a c t ,  re 8 0 l d ~ ~  get it i n  the 

Fraser River a f t e r  September, until the last 

fer yeare. There has o n l y  been a f a l l  run of 

The t h e  o f  beginning varies from 

sockeyes th i s  last fer years -- that we have 

been gett ing a l a t e  f a l l  run of sockeyes. 

Q* The quinnat you do not put i n  f o r  in 

the spr ing? 

A.  They never have before u n t i l  t h i s  

l a s t  2 year8, but they have t h i s  l a s t  2 8eason8. 

I think they had in  o n l y  2 thi8 year; one by 

the Alaska Packers and one by private parties. 

Over there they do not catch any spring salmon 

before about the l o t h  o r  12th of June. They 

d id  not t r y  for them before that. As a rule 

they do not come in any great quantit ies be- 

fore  that t-. The fishermen in the river 

cateh spring salmon r igh t  s t ra ight  along through 

Yarch o r  the first of A p r i l  until sockeye fishing 
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eomnencea, and they will get them right along 

during the smer ,  but the principal ruri of  

spring salmon is in the months o f  May and June. 
They havenever been tried for a t  Point Roberts 

until May and June. 

putting in  traps, and as a rule i t  would not 

I t  is expensive busin888 

pay them. 

Q. Vhat is the weather in March and April 

at Point Roberts? 

A .  Well, the weather is rough in  those 

months as a rule. 

Q. I t  would be hard fishing i n  those 

months ? 

A. Ye8, one would require good gear. 

mat I mean by being rough, i t  is rougher than 

i t  is now. You notiaed to-day when you went 

out thfe morning you had easterly winds, and 

that is the prevailing wind. 

Q- What is your common summer rind? 

A. Just the apposite direction; from tMt 

northwest. we m i 8 s e d  that to-day, hwever., 

but that is the prevailing sunmer rind, and 

that fa  r)ry it h88 been 80 rough at  bm'Ldarp b y  
thf8 last few dayr. I t  r a e  rough a t  Boundam 

Bay thi8 morning 80 that my traps could not be 

l!fted for a Thi lO.  It is p r e t t y  ebsllow 
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mater; about 18 fee t  below t ide ra te r .  

Q. h t  is the difference i n  the habi ts  

between the quinnat and sockeye in general? 

A.  Well, i n  the first place, we have 2 

d i s t i n c t  runs of the quinnat. They come any 

t ime from March t o  July, and i n  May an8 June 

are  thick, and that is w h a t  they c a l l  the prin- 

c ipal  F\uL: and then a f t e r  the sockeye fishing 

is over, about the f i r s t - o f  September and up to 

the 20th, there is another run aomes in, and 

that run is peculiar in  th i s  ray,  that the 

major i ty  of the f i s h  are white in that l a t e  

run. The l a t e r  in  the season the bigger the 

percentage of  white salmon. h t  applies t o  

both places 

Q. One pereon to-day said there was juet  

a6 many white in the s p r i n g  as f a l l  run? 
A. He is mistaken that is a l l .  In the 

r iver  we find invariably that is the rule.  In 

f a c t  i t  is unprofitable almost t o  handle sp r ing  

salmon in  the middle run on that account, the 

majority of them are  white. 
boats come in r l t h  2/3 r h i t e  salmon. 

canned several thousand cases 5 o r  6 years ago, 

and I think he has 8ome of them yet. 
te r e r e  down a t  Oanoe P a s s  in 1881 arid 1882, 

I have 88811 the 
lfr. Ladner 

I know 
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and we sal ted a l o t  o f  those white salmon; 200 

or  300 bbls. of them; and labeled them Pacific 

sea trout, and did not get the price of the 

s a l t  and barrels -- could not s e l l  them a t  a l l .  

They were f ine f i s h  too. That is  the peculiar- 

ity of our  spring sa lmon i n  the f a l l ;  and 

there is another: r e  have different  sizes of 

those s p r i n g  salmon too; i n  the May and June 

run they a r e  much larger  than they are in  the 

early par t  of the season. A s o d  fishernan 

rill have 2 sizes  o f  nets f o r  those f i s h  a t  the 

same time, and rill f ish a s m a l l  mesh i n  the 

early season, and when i t  gets along i n  May 

and June he rants  a larger mesh, and must haw 

it t o  do good work. 

Now, rbp it  is said that the quinnat 

can be faand here more o r  l e s s  a l l  the year? 

A. O h ,  pes. Of course the steelhead run 

comes first, that is our  r i n t e r  salmon. 
e. a n e n  do they run mainly up the rive# 

A. Along January, February and AIareh. 

I don't know as there irr any fishing done in 

January, but they are in  the early spring. 
%ey spawn later than the others. They are  

the l a t e s t  and ea r l i e s t ;  the mid-winter f i sh  
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e. R i @ h  here, have you seen any shad 

taken i n  t h i s  r i v e r ?  

A. Ho. 1 don't be l ieve  I should know a 

shad i f  I aaw one. 

/ Q. The information we have; that 3 o r  4 

people have t o l d  U8 about it, and they have 

been pr inc ipa l13  people from t he  e a s t  coas t ;  

say they have seen a fer, but not many? 

A. I never 8aw a ehad. I have heard 

they take some shad i n  those traps out  there ,  

but I don ' t  know. 

Q. EOT, you ge t  salmon mainly from the  

r i v e r  here? 

A. Oh, yes. 

e. You have not  been gett ing many from 

the Ameriaun trap8 there? 

A. NO. 

Q. B u t  are beginning n o w  v i t h  your 2 

t raps?  

A. .Yea, sir. 

Q. well, the feeling among the  f i s h e m e n  

has been that the traps as run about Point  

Roberts are des t rua t ive  t o  the permanent fieh- 

ery in the r i v e r ?  



A -  MY opinion about the traps is this :  

they ju s t  take 80 many f i s h  out o f  the rater 

that  otherwise would be in there i f .  they would 

l e t  them alone. 

Q. Of course the question is whether the 

traps -- they a r e  s e t  there in different  r a y s  -- 
your traps do not collie i n  near the shore any- 

where, and several of them do not cane in, and 

eome o f  the traps come i n . t o  the shore, and 

the queation is whether those longer t r a p s  

would tend t o  s top  the rmns of salmon and 

turn them into the t raps?  

A. Well, of course, the traps s e t  as you 

saw them there, they break the schools  o f  fish, 
and I think, myself, that I t  has a tendency 

when the school is  broken, i t  s tops them in 

t he i r  cour8e t o  the Praser. If they were 

not interrupted i n  their  c o w 8 6  they would cane 

r ight  around t o  the Fraeer in the schools, 

and I think the traps break them, a& they play 

around u n t i l  they get together again. 

Q. How lor down in  the net do the fisher- 
men t e e  the fish? 

A. Well, a t  a l l  depth8; some use deep 

nets and iome sha l lo r .  m e y  t r y  t o  f i sh  a8 

near the bottom a6 they ban. 



Q* The f3ahon a8 they go up the r iver  

a r e  near the bottom? 

A *  1 don't  think they are more than 10 

feet  deep, but S t i l l  the fishermen rill fish 
88 deep a net as they can ha~ylie. 

Do they school a t  the  surface i n  the 

r i v e r  a t  a114 

A. I don't  think they do. 

Q. In the salt r a t e r  around Po in t  Roberta 

do they school at the  surface a t  all? 

A. A t  times they do. Sometimes you can 

see f i sh  jumping on the surface, and at o the r  

t-8 the  traps rill be fishing w e l l  and you 

uannot see m y  ind ica t ions  of f i e h .  Those 

schooling to-day must have been n e s  the  surfbc e 

as they were seen. men the traps caught wel l  

day before yesterday there  were no indicat ion8 

Of f ish.  

Q. What is your idea of the movement8 
aft= they aome i n  through the S t r a i t s  o f  f ica? 

A. Of cour80 we know they came Up all 

those d i f f e r e n t  ahannola. 

e. 
A. 

Q. 
Boundary 

?hat propor t ion  go into Boundary Bay? 
- 1 think a very l a r g e  proportion. 

And follow the shore t he re  d o n g  i n t o  

B8y? 
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A.  I think they come up i n  t h e  bay  until 

they begin t o  s t r i k e  shallow water, and then 

head off and st r ing across  the poin t .  I am 

incl ined t o  think a l a r g e  proport ion go in to  

Boundary Bay. 

With these rinds r e  have had these l a s t  fe r  

days, i t  has a telldency to  d r ive  f i s h  up in 

the bay. The traps do better i n  the bay 

It depends upon the rind8 too. 

w i t h  the w i n d  from that quarter .  

Q. Boats f i s h  4 o r  5 milee, r a y  out  i n  

t h e  sa&, and they f i s h  all around i n  the  s a d ,  

and We thoughtthat they were f i sh  coming from 

the  o the r  8 ide? 

A. Of course a l l  the f i sh  don ' t  cane i n  
a t  Point Roberts. Some are c lose  i n  and 

others  a r e  off  shore. I think these big-fimed 

f i sh  are p l e n t i f u l  everyvhere. 

Q. Have you ever noticed since the  traps 

have been at  Point Roberta that the fish are 

found farther out? 

A .  Well, that is hard t o  ge t  a t  becauee 

i t  is only r i t h i n  the las t  year that the 

fishermbn have been going out 80 far, and they 

rill go out  ju8t a8 far as they CM do good 

rork  and year8 before that they did not f i sh  
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Q. Nor when the fish come into Boundary 

Bay h o w  far up do they get in  that rhnllor water? 

A. Partiea living on the bay there have 

told me a t  times they have seen the f i s h  right 

in close to the ahore, and, in fact,  I hsve men 

the rater almost white with the splash of salmon 

close to  the uhore. 

Q. Some people have said that on that 

sballov place that many salmon could not be 

taken; where your nets are nor? 

A.  K t  i a  not near so good a fishing ground 

as i t  would be farther out. We had those nets 

In last year and they did practically nothing, 

but 1 think It was more the fault o f  the con- 

struction than location. 

Q. Have you done much with them th is  year? 

A. We have done better. 

Q* m y  do YOU hare Y O U r  lead8 

north a d  south; Thy would they not do better 

the other rr7f 

A. Some of the fishermen think the f i s h  

are running more parallel  with the boundary 

line and not right In and out o f  the bay. 

h t  year our trap6 rem ret Juut the opposite 

way frola rhat they are now. Laat year OPT 
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traps were 8et -- we thought the f ieh were coming 

from Blaine and would go into our pot8 there, 

but this pear w a8t the t raps  that W 8 Y .  L u s t  

year they were a e t  N.B. and SOW. and th i s  year 

they are set N.W. and S.B. We have one set  

that rag and one t h i s  r a y  thie year ( i l l u s t r a t -  

ing) 

Q. Now, that next net below you is Pike's? 

A. Yes, Pike is next. 

Q. Has he hnd much Bucceas w i t h  his  net? 

A .  He has done be t t e r  than we have. 

!Chore is a man who had a trap right h e m  last 

year, named Vyman; he l a  not fishing th i s  year, 

but his t r ap  d id  very wel l  las t  year. 

Q. OOOd-fellow sap8 his t rap6 do not 

f i sh  nearly as well as they d i d  far ther  out. 

A. Oh, no; of aouf.88 more f i s h  s trae  

rlght acro6~  than there are go way up in  where 

he i r .  We are in shallower r a t e r  ard farther 

out o f  the n y  of the natural courae of the 

ualmon. I t  ir  p r e t t y  expensive bringing f ish 

mound *om there. 

Q. Te understood thatthe reef net of  the 

A. P. A. waa the beat netthere? 

A. 1 think It irr. Above that lo. 12, 
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they c a l l  i t  =- the first good t r a p  you come to,  

that wire t rap,  on the SOW. corner, p rac t ica l ly .  

That is a new trap,  o f  courae. I To-d rather 

h v e  that locat ion than any. 

Q. Now, of courae there  is no question 

but w h a t  i f  they can uue their fish, they a re  

going t o  Inorease the number o f  t r a p s  over 

there? 

A. Oh, no doubt. I expect t o  see that -- 
I think It I s  jast i n  its infancy. 

Q. Should not some precaution be taken 

beforehand 80 that there should be some regula- 

t i on  about them,  if the number of traps should 

be increased; have you ever thought of the 

m t t e r ?  
A. Eo. O f  uourse, being a cannery man 

I do not r an t  to  m e  st r ingent  regulat iom. 

The sea~on  is 80 short  that any close season for 

any length of time would knoalr a man out, but 

I think there should be a close season. 

Q. About when would you have it? 

A. Well, I think fo r  a aer t tdn  length of 

t h e  every reek. 

3. ?or the pound netr?  

A. Yor, r ir .  I don't think there I s  uts 
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need of making; them qui t  f ishing fo r  a cer tain 

time of the year. The time is hard t o  fix 

unless you have ~ome may t o  control i t  locally;  

then I think i t  would go off all r ight .  

Q. m e n  are f i s h  le88 l i k e l y  t o  be re- 

quired; what t h e  in  the week? How about the 

r iver  regulation? 

A. Well, I think i t  is very well arranged 

here in  that reepect. If we must have a close 

season a t  a l l ,  i t  is about as convenient now 

as it oould be. 

Q. Of c o w ~ e  the people around Point 

Roberts are j u s t  a8 much intereeted i n  retaining 

the Supply o f  salmon U8 the people i n  the river 

are. Thoy depend upon the proper hatching of 

those fi8h in the r iver  t o  maintain the i r  sup- 

ply ;  i f  the f i sh  go down in the  r iver  they 

ara8t go down out there. EOT you can rea l ly  eon- 

rider i t  i n  this rap; that the month o f  the 

Straits of Fuca is rea l ly  the mouth of a great 

big river.  How, In the Columbia River, of 

oourie yon know perfectly well that the o a t o h  

ha8 gone down very much. 

it u8m3 t o  bs, and there eems t o  be not the 

81fght08t qwet ion  but that i t  18 due t o  OveC- 

I t  ill nothing t o  T b t  
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fishfng. nor, they a r e  anxiOU8 t o  have t h i w  

r igh t  there, but i t  eeems hard t o  do It, and i t  

is t h i s  trouble; that there are  3 etatee in- 

terested fn that r iver  .-- Oregon, Washington and 

Idaho, and they do a good deal of fishing in a 

s m a l l  r a y  in Idaho, and Idaho has the means ai 

doing a great deal of harm because they have 

aome of the moat important spawning grounds. 

A repor t  has been published by the Fish  Coxnis- 

s ion  recently i n  which a t tent ion is drawn to 

that matter. “he United States make8 no fishery 

lars except f o r  i ts own territory, but there 

reconnnendations are  made r i t h  the hope that the 

s t a t e s  rill take it up and arr ive a t  some action 

in the matter. I t  rems almost a p i t y  that the 

Federal Government csnnot take up such matters 

when they r e l a t e  t o  2 or more s ta tes ,  s i m p l y  t o  

make them uniform. 1 have =pa up a t  New 

Westminster shoring the exact location of all 

the apparatua i n  the Columbia River, and i t  ir  

something most astoniehing, the number o f  trap 

nets, gill nets and rheele which are  used there. 

nor there is one good feature o f  the trap n e t  

ti% in the C o l a m b i R  River, and that is re-- 

td by law:  that the trap8 have intervals 



between them. There f8 no long continuoua l i n e  

of t rapa.  Now there is another queetion that 

would come in here; whether it would not be 

bet ter  t o  arrange i t  80 that there would be 

intervala between the traps -- i f  you have 3 

traps, have intervals between thQ; or ,  as y a  

have done, and others have done; have them eet 

in a s o r t  of diagonal line. 

A. Yea, the f i a h  ought t o  have aome ray 

t o  get through I should think. 

4. Here is something elae which somebody 

referred to to-day Then we brought up the dia- 

cussion, the question of a weekly close season: 

It was that if you had a weekly close time there 

the f i a h  might be ten days getting around to 

the lkaeer River. They would not get  around, 

of oourse, the eatne day that you had the 01088 

tb8 here, and they m i g h t  cane in the middle 

of the reek m d  would a l l  be caught up here? 

A. The same thing appl iee  W r e  In the 

Sunday d g h t  fishing. After the r ee t  o f  a l l  

day Sunday and Saturday night down here, the 

8unday night fishing is  always best up the 

riv8r ard the firrhennsn alray8 flock there. 

Q. Do the pound nets take as msw f b h  
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as the r iver  fiahennen? 

A. O h ,  noJ 

Q I  The canneriee on the r iver  get all 

the i r  supply of f i sh  from the Fraeer River 

excepting the l i t t l e  they get from Point Roberts? 

A. Ye8, e i r .  We got more fish from Point 

Roberts l a s t  year than a l l  the rest o f  them put  

together, and ve did not get more than 30,000 

salmon. 

Q. Of uour~e, the idea is t o  interest  the 

fishermen In the work on the o t h s r  side and the 

owners of the extensive apparattus in order t o  

have them take part  in regulating those matter8 - 
have them take an in te res t  i n  i t .  This Alaeka 

k e o c i a t i o n ,  o f  courqe, they are subject t o  the 

United s t a t e s '  lam t o  a very large extent; a l l  

the i r  Alaskan i isherieo coming under the United 

Statee' lare. 

their  obatructing the aeoent of talmon in the 

r ivers ,  Of courie that doer not mean they 

shall not oatah any. 'be width of the r iver  

rhfch they shall leave open is not given and 

there iu difficulty in earrping out  the r e m -  
t ions  bsoause the revenue cratterr are  all kept 

looking after the fur sealers Then they ought 

mere is a l a w  rhfch prevent8 
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t o  be around these 8almon rivers. 

A. It is hard t o  intereet  the Alaekan 

Packers I suppo8e3 

Q. It is, supeaially those rho are i n  the 

f ie ld ,  but there is one man rho oome8 t o  Wash- 

ington and he has taken a great deal o f  interest  

i n  the Uaskall laws and ha6 been very frarorable 

t o  the t h i n e  that have been passed there in 

Washington in  regard t o  then. He i a  a t  the 

Fish Comnisaion of f iae  a good deal; and the 

thing is we do not rant  the salmon cennen men 

t o  make too pucb money a t  onoe. We rant them 

t o  feel that they are interest  also i n  pre- 

8erving the fishery and keeping i t  up f o r  a 

long time- 

A. Yes, that is the r a y  they should think 

I suppose. The Washington State law that raa  

knocked out by the aour t s  over there was very 

good i n  that reapect. It provided f o r  several. 

hundred feet botveen the t r ap8  lengthTi88 and 

80 many thousand f s e t  l a te ra l ly .  

Q. The State l a r  is not very bad, that 

applier t o  w e t  Sound -- only it does not apply.  

A. Blo. I thought i t  was very good. It 

w a d  &are left lots of room for traps. 
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Q. YOU see the thing is 8imply this: if 

you get your law in time, the men rho are POT 

in are going t o  be benefitted by it;  i t  rill 

keep out others. 

A, Instead of the Alaska Packer6 Aesocia- 

t ion being interested i n  the preservation of 

salmon, they lobbied that bill out and prevented 

the pasaage of (I new one. 

Q. Mr. Drysdale hae given us a great deal 

of information, and w e  rill have t o  have a r ea l  

good long talk wi th  him, beaause his fntereetr  

l i e  inmaintaining the s u p p l y .  

A.  Yes, uertainly. 

8 .  The Columbia River has been suah a sad 

lesson. The Saaramento River rent dorn largely 

from amther  anuse; the placer mining had much 

t o  do Ti th  t-t. 

'lakeham:- If the f ish reach the upper 

waters of the Frsssr they are perfectly rafef 

A. Y08, sir. It  i 8  ronderftd That  C O a -  

1 8 O r  thoUSard8 Of' f i sh  there a re  a t  the head- 

rstero o f  the Fraser. The o n l y  thing is, you 

have those large numbera no., but sane years 

they atap begin t o  drop off, f o r  you have a l l  

there aanneria8 here aad ran0 of them are  going 



t o  muffor by it. There tas  8ome 40 odd cnmer- 

i8S o n  the Columbia when 1 - 8  acquainted w i t h  

it,  ‘but n o w  there a re  o n l y  32 I thinlr. There 

is no question but w h a t  something should be done 

t o  preeerve the salmon, and I think the Federal 

knwmment is the one t o  take hold of it. You 

cannot get states t o  a c t  together. 

Q. You take Lale B r i e ,  f o r  instance, you 

have Canada on one side, and then Michigan, 

Ohio, Pennsylvania, and New York, a l l  having 

different  laws, and none of t h e m  enforcing thom 

excep tiag Canada. 

A. HOT, you take i t  on the Fraser River, 

I th i& the Dominion should control the thing, 

but control it in some ray so they can do it 

i n t e l l  igently 

Q. you 888 that if the fish decrease 

around Point Roberts and i n  the maser  River 

i t  is o n l y  the Oanadian Ooverment that can be 

depended upon t o  replenish the supply by f ish 

oulture, as the United States ha8 no means of 

helping out. 

A. The next beet thing they ut81 do is  t o  

l i m i t  the u a t u h  68 EXXh 88 they Uan- ‘fhst is 

a8 I -8 t e l l i n g  the Doctor a fer moments 1 
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1 think t h i u  hatchery w a s  responsible f o r  t h i r  

increase o f  the run these poorer years. h t  

i 8  very good. 

Q. In some ease8 it is d i f f i c u l t  t o  say 

w h a t  the hatcheries have done, but we have in- 

stances where there i a  no question about it. 

A. 1 think t h i s  hatchery up here has been 

well aonducted. I think it  could be improved 

upon; the location is not exactly suitable.  

Q. Lake Ontario was pract ical ly  fished 

out a t  one t h e ,  but f i s h  are  not a t  all ex- 

tensive nor, but the whitefish which have been 

hatched and put  in were Lala &ie Whitefish, 

which d i f fe r  sufficiently 80 that fishermen and 

others rho are well acquainted w i t h  the w h i t e  

fi8h can notice the difference. NOT the main 

run of f i s h  in Lake Ontar io  are  Lake Brie 

Whitefish, so there i a  no question about the 

work of the hatchery, and there i f 4  a case where 

you have the posi t ive  proof. 

. Wakeham:- On the Yiramichi River, the f i s h  

natural t o  the river were a small run avemging 

12 or 14 lbs., and f o r  a long t i m e  we had XKJ 

hatchery on thnt r iver,  and we planted fish 

taken from the Birrtigouehe where the f ish 



average 24 l b u . ,  and the f i a h e m n  say nor that 

the run of fish that a re  being caught on the 

Miramichi are Ristigouche fish; that is, the 

f i sh  weigh 24 lb8.  

A. I think sane o f  the fishermen cried 

down the hatchery during Idr. W i l m o t ' s  investi- 

gation, and I think i t  va8 a shame and p i t y .  

Wakeham:- There is very  l i t t l e  doubt if a 

hatchery is t o  be of  any use it. must work on a 

large scale. 

Rathbun:- That is the r a y  i n  which North 

h e r i a a  =- the United State8 and Canada --- differ 
f r o m  the f i ropean coast. 

Q. Do you g e t  any sturgeon fn your trap? 

A. Yes; re got 3 or 4 large sturgeon the 

other d a y  . 
Q. But you do not get any large quantity 

o f  them? 

A. That trap ha8 only been i n  operation 

about a Week. 

Q. 
A. &long April, May and June. 

Q. 

w n  do the smrgeon run hers mostlgf 

Are the traps a t  Point Robert8 likely 

t o  out  off the sturgeon t o  any extent? 
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A. -130 trap6 a re  not fishing a t  that 

time o f  the year. 

fore. It only  paps t o  f i s h  those traps f o r  

8ockepe8, because t rap fishing is very expensive 

and I don't believe they w i l l  ever fish them f o r  

anything else. you h a V 8  got t o  take f large 

quantit ies to make i t  pay. It is l ike this  

you know; those p i l e s  you cannot us8 for more 

They have not been hereto- 

than 2 1/2 months, as they get 80 covered with 

barnacles they rill chafe the nets off, so thst 

if you fished them a t  other- 88a8OIlSyOU would 

a m s t  have t o  rebui l t  the pots .  It kors been 

the practice to  leave the p i l e e  in the r a t e r  

here to fo re  . 
Q. Could not those p i l e e  be easi ly  

removed? 
A. '11811, when they have atteupted t o  p u l l  

them out they break off r i g h t  close t o  the 

ground. That is how those steamers rent 

aground o u t  there; they broke off a p i l e  that 

had been there 2 yeare and vas 15 Inches through 

and they d r i f t ed  ashore. ?hey T8- tied to 

one of those p i l e a .  

Q. You have no inionnstion much about 

Point Robert8 u n t i l  the las t  fer years? 
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A. No, I have not been intereeted in the 

t r ap8  there, but, Of courae, I have been with 

Kr. Wadham's on this r ive r  for yearo, and he had 

the first t r a p  there. O l d  man Taller  had a 

trap there, but he did not catch many fish. He 

rat3 the first one that b u i l t  a trap there. It 

was in  1881 o r  1882 I think. He never made a 

success of it .  And then M r .  wadhams took 

hold; he bu i l t  a t r a p  there in 1884 o r  1885. 

He had that same Kirby  rho has aharge of all 

the traps there now. And there has been t r a p s  

there ever tiince, 80 i n  that way I know sane- 

thing about the traps there. 1 know they never 

get amy other fish t o  pay, because they never 

bu i l t  trap8 sui table  fo r  the work. When 

Drysdale s ta r ted  and b u i l t  a l i t t l e  cannery at 

Semiahmoo he got  a good prac t ica l  m n  in  there 

and mdde a mccess of it  from the first, and 

that was o n l y  5 geara ago. Kirby is a lake 

fi8hO-. P r a c t i c a l l y  there ha8be8n t rap-  

ping down a t  Point Roberts until the las t  3 

years 

Q. Do the purae seines do mch over there? 

A. no, they have not done match w i t h  purse 

8ehaes j e t ;  there i s  a man working there with 
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t h i a k  there for the last week, and he hae not 

done much . He a e l l s  his  fish t o  M r .  Ladner 

t h i s  year. h e t  year he sold them t o  the Alaeka 

Paoking Company. But purse seine8 don't amount 

t o  anything over there. I think they do very 

well a t  Puget Sound. 

Q. Do you know whether they have been 

used lately t o  any extent? 

A. Sockeye aalmon are not an eaay-salmon 

t o  aa tah  w i t h  the seine; that is the general 

verdict o f  all fi8h8~7~1011. 

Q. And the Indian fishing there? 

A. 

arrangement, and since the Alsska  bmpany ha8 

that reef so thoroughly fenced i n  by the i r  

trap8 the Indian fishing doe8 not amount t o  

mch. There is no fishing t o  t o  aIlY- 

That is a very primitive sort of an 

thing exaept i n  the upper Fraser. 

Q. Do you think the Indiana bo harm in  

the upper  Fraser? 

A. I don't know. I know this: the Indians 

don't 0-8 for soekeye salmon. They rill eat 

these dog aalmoa in preferenae every time. I 

think they oall thom q u a l a .  They rill take 

the hmpbaok a d  aoho lnpmferenae  t o  the other6 
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and I think because the sockeye are  too o i l y  

f o r  smoking m0ceesfully, and for that reason 

I don't think they w i l l  do any harm t o  the 

eockeye o r  spring salmon. 

Q. There is a question re have asked 

ev8rybody, whether there ha8 been any decreaee 

noticeable in the quantity of  salmon 8) far? 

A. Well, 1 don't think there ha8 been any 

decreaee. L a s t  year some of them were aom 

plaining about the poor run. Where they expeut- 

ed a good run they got a comparatively poor one, 

but they have lost sight o f  the increase in the 

number o f  nets  and canneries. I thi& it can 

be safely atrid there ha8 been a decrease i n  the 

Supply. f know the 1w18, excepting th l8  Ye-, 

have been caning laterand l a t e r  every year. 

Q. How do you t e l l  American salmon from 

Canadian aa-n when they get into p o r t ?  

A. !hey are a l l  Canadian salmon a l l  right 

8nOUgh. 

Q. I do not uee why you pay duty on them. 

What are salmon, freeh r a t e r  or malt r a t e r  fish? 

Ween:- 1 should say both. Ask Frank Lord- 

Lo-:- f thintt i t  is & fPe8h water fuh 

b@@aU88 . i t  6-88 there t o  *am* 



Green:- But i t  strugglee t o  get back to 

salt ra ter .  Is not that its natural element? 

How much of its l i f e  does I t  8pend in the fresh 

rater? 

Lord:- Not very long, but that is i t 8  home 

all right enough. 

Q. Do you have a duty on fresh r a t e r  fish 

and salt rater fish? 

A. Pes, sir. Well, we have no duty on 

fresh ra te r  f i sh  coming i n  fresh, but r e  do on 

s a l t  ra te r  fish, and the queetion is r i t h  the 

salmon, whether they are e e s h  or salt  ra ter .  

fakeham: (referring t o  schedule) . Salmon 

pickled or salted one cent pe r  pound. Salmon 

preserved or prepsred, 25 per cent. That is 

the duty on Salmon i n  Canada. 

Oreen:- I am instructed t o  collect 1/2 

aent a pound on fresh f iah  imported from the 

United Stater. I asked the collector to-day 

whether I should collect l /Z oent a pound duty 

on dremeod fish or Undres~ed, and he tdd me 

that I had t o  8 o l l e a t  on the raw fish. If 

the f i s h  were morted here undressed that the 

vefght 8hatrld be avemga, and To were to  

oollect the JZ cent a pound as the f i sh  came 



into th io  countir undressed. The salmon live 

in the sal t  mtsr 9 months i n  the year. 

do not feed i n  the freeh r a t e r .  

Salmon 

wakeham:- 'Ihether fresh, dried, salted,  o r  

pickled, 50 cent8 a hundred l b s .  is the Canada 

tar i f f .  

Q. What do you think of the offal question 

Mr. Lord? 

A. I don't knot w h a t  t o  think of it. 

There is one thing &out  it: of  course where i t  

18 deposited along the r ive r  i n  cer ta in  plaees 

i t  fs iajurions t o  the public health and I 

think I t  make8 a bad a m e l l  anyray, and a bad 

me11 is supposed t o  be unhealthy. With 

regard t o  the firh, I am inclined t o  t h ink  i t  

does no harm a t  all. I think i f  there was 

8om inexpensive r a y  of get t ing r i d  o f  the 

o f f a l  s a t i s f ac to r i ly  every one Tould be pleased 

t o  see it. There is one trouble about takiw 

aare of the offal  in the Fraser River: we have 

suoh heavy spurts of firh. There would be 3 

o r  4 day8 when the canneries were overtaxed srd 

h e n 8 8  q m t i t i O 6  Of Offal th rom Out. 

Q. Would not thI8 iactorp across the 

rivet be prepared to  take i t  up a6 fast as it 
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n 8  made? 

A.  Well, it should be of suff ic ient  

capacity t o  do SO, but I don't know whether it  

would or not. I don't believe i t  would ever 

pay on t h i s  r i v e r  beaauss the fishing season ie 

pract ical ly  within 2 or 3 reeks, but of uour8e 

the quantity of  offal they would get in that 

time r o u M  be very great, but the amount o f  

expense that would be required t o  prepare f o r  

3 reeks' work would be great also. If they aan 

make n~erchantable oil and guano it is a l l  right, 

but I know it has not paid the ray it has been 

haadlad heretofore. If the offal m s  well 

taken care of it  Hnrst be bet ter  all around, 

there is no question about that, but f don't 

know of any 8iCkn068 resul t ing from the offal. 

-1s is the worst place right here i n  the whole 

Frarer River, this slough right bauk here. Of 

course a fer peare ago the farmers all along 

here drank slough rater. A l l  the i r  ditahes 

entered that slough, and they never thought Oi 

blaming it t o  the i r  own sewage, but blamed i t  

to  the offal. 

Vaehrnr:- There cla8 an outbreak of fever 

on the ----- River a t  one time. There were eom 
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mills up there and there is undoubtedly a good 

deal  of f o u l  stuff accumulates in  these dams; 

and one o f  the dame had t o  be cleaned out  -- a t  

least the dam gave way and they turned the 

water o u t  of it ,  and the  bot tom was exposed for 

a long while, and it  was very foul no doubt, 

and an  epidemic broke out i n  the place and the 

heal th  au tho r i t i e s  o f  the province r e r e  ca l l ed  

upon t o  look into t h i s  matter and they a t  oncs 

said the death was caused by the negligence o f  

the Fisher ies  Department t o  enforce the regula- 

t i o n s ,  but the r e a l  rezmon f o r  t h e i r  doing that 

-8 that most of the  m i l l s  along there  were good 

s q p o r t e r s  o f  the Ontario Goverment and they 

threw i t  on the Dominion Government. f was 

sent  o u t  t o  look into i t  and when I uomenced 

to inquire I found that a l l  around t h i s  neigh 

borhood they did not drink the r i v e r  r a t e r  a t  

a l l ,  but they had wells sunk in t h e i r  dooryard6 

and i n  nearly every case they had a c lose t  eunk 

right alongeide the wlls, and I a t t r i bu ted  the 

deaths from fever to  th i e  fact solely,  and 1 

maintained In my repor t  that these fao tor ies  

rere-not doing any harm md that it m s  these 

wells that oawed the fever. 


